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   Safe Harbor held its annual Candlelight Vigil on Tuesday, October 19th, at 
5 p.m. The event was in conjunction with October’s observance of Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month and honored the memory of those individuals 
in Kentucky who lost their lives in the past year as the result of domestic 
violence. This year’s vigil honored the memory of 17 Kentucky women, chil-
dren, and men.  Although, the vigil was not open to the outside public this 
year, the event could still be watched on Facebook.
    During the vigil, two domestic violence survivors told their stories which 
gave hope to others that there is life after abuse.
   Staff at Safe Harbor and the community showed their support for survi-
vors and their commitment to ending domestic violence by wearing purple 
during the vigil and on Thursday, October 21st.

Annual Candlelight Vigil Brings Awareness 

Pictured above and below is art work 
done by survivors and staff at Safe 
Harbor 

Pictured above is Heather Van Deren, president of the 
board of Safe Harbor reading the names of individuals 
who lost their lives to domestic violence in Kentucky. 

Pictured above is Ann Perkins, Ex-
ecutive Director of Safe Harbor. 

Pictured to the 
left is staff  at 
Safe Harbor on 
wear purple day 
to show their 
support for 
survivors.
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From the Desk of Ann Perkins, Executive Director
This year we are celebrating our 38th year of Safe Harbor and we are in Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month. As we entered October, we have had a victim, Angel 
Rowe, gunned down in Ashland by her boyfriend who promoted guns for all on his 
Facebook page.  It is a disturbing, frightening dilemma this country has put itself in 
where some gun owners think they have the “right” to gun down those who anger 
them. This is a conversation that needs to be talked about, debated, and regulated. 
Too many people  who are unstable and uneducated in gun safety have easy access 
to weapons.  This puts all of us at risk and we need to address the epidemic of gun 
violence in our country. Each year our Candlelight ceremony remembers those 
who have lost their lives to violence. This year and next we will be remembering 
Angel Rowe, who was only 24- years- old at the time of her death. The wonderful 
part of our program is when we hear from our survivors. Their personal journey 
gives validation to our work to empower victims. It gives us hope for success, hap-
piness and life after abuse and trauma.
 
As the pandemic continues, we ask, “will we ever be the same?” Just when we thought we were out of the woods, 
the Delta variant showed us what it means to mutate, strengthen, and become even deadlier. To say that this has 
put a strain on our program would be an understatement. To have 90 individuals living together under three 
roofs, working to overcome violence and trauma and to be hit with quarantine living, had its ups and downs. 
The positives were that it forced everyone into a living condition that required patience, kindness, and slowing 
down long enough to be introspective and begin the healing process. The bad news is that many were not able to 
work, go to school, and visit family. That was very hard. Not visiting family in good times is one thing, but not 
seeing family and have them wrap their arms around you in bad times is even worse. 
One shining light during the pandemic was our Art Studio. This wonderful room provided our clients with a 
calm respite from the stresses of everyday living. It has been a tremendous investment for our program. 

Lobster Fest
We are disappointed and sad to have to cancel Lobster Fest for the second year in a row! We are grateful for 
sponsors and friends who donated and supported our efforts to be safe. Please mark your calendars for August 
13, 2022, for our 15th Lobster Fest that we hope will be the best ever! We are praying that all have their vac-
cinations and that we can recover and come out of this devasting pandemic that has killed so many friends and 
family in the last two years. 
Please, please, please, get vaccinated and save your friends, your family and anyone that you come in contact 
with. Our lives depend on you!
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If you or someone you know is a victim of domestic violence, call
1-800-926-2150 or (606) 329-9304
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AdvantaClean Puts on Bas-
ketball Tournament to Benefit 
Safe Harbor

We are so proud and excited to announce we received a grant from 
the Honorable Order Kentucky Colonels (HOKC) in the amount of 
$5,200.00 to purchase an air filtration system for the shelter.
We serve victims of domestic violence by providing a safe, secure 
emergency shelter and advocacy for all domestic violence and sexual 
assault victims in Boyd, Greenup, Carter, Lawrence and Elliott coun-
ties. Our services are free, confidential, and supportive.
Grants are made possible through donations from contributing Ken-
tucky Colonels from throughout the Commonwealth and around the 
world who chose to exercise this honor in a meaningful way.

 Joel Duelley at AdvantaClean organizes 
an annual 3 on 3 basketball tournament 
to benefit our families at Safe Harbor. 
This year was the 2nd year for the 
tournament raising $2,795.00.  We are 
so thankful to him and his staff for their 
dedication. 

The 5th annual Happy Feet 5K run and walk brought more than 120 par-
ticipants to downtown Ashland on Saturday, July 24th.  Proceeds from the 
Happy Feet 5K will continue to expand art programs for Safe Harbor’s cli-
ents. Organizers of the 5K, Claire and Theresia Gussler, have been com-
mited to bringing art to our clients and have brought in new and interesting 
art programs that double as life skills. This years race raised $3,255.85 to go 
towards supplies for the art studio. If you are interested in volunteering or 
learning more about the art programs or would like to make a donation, 
please call Safe Harbor (606) 329-9304.

Happy Feet 5K Expands Art Programs
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Mission Statement:
Safe Harbor of Northeast Kentucky is dedicated to eliminating domestic

violence through prevention, education and intervention.

Thanks to our wonderful donors!
During the past several months, the 
following donors, organizations, 
foundations and businesses gener-
ously contributed to Safe Harbor of 
Northeast Kentucky:
Michael and Paula Hobbs
First Christian Church DWM
Merry Denny
David Bowles
Romeo Corales
Network for Good
Operation Unite
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Kroger
Northern KY Legal Aid Society
George Stout
Mark and Robin Gladstein
Rush off Road
KY Colonels
United Way
PNC Foundation
Barbara Clark
District Judges Association of KY

The following individuals and busi-
nesses made generous contributions 
to help make the fifth annual Happy 
Feet 5k race a success:
Tri State Ophthalmology
Clark’s Pump-N-Shop
Rotary Club of Ashland
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Gussler
Dr. Steve Wooley 
Griffith,Delaney, Hillman and company
KFB wealth management
Desco Federal Credit Union
Dr. Michael Couchot
Mueller Electric
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Degiorgio
Dr. and Mrs. John VanDeren
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Fried
Dr. Katherine Carrias
Dr. and Mrs. Roderick Tompkins
Judy Fannin
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Fields 
David and Leigh Latherow 

Cornerstone/ 1,000 Women (and 
Men) Campaign:
Gordon and Dixie Gussler
Jane Layman
Rev. Mark Kloha

Pictured above is Amanda Collins and her team at Marathon Petroleum 
who did an essential needs drive for the families at Safe Harbor through the 
whole month of May.  

Pictured above is Abby McGuire and Aubree Hay  
who donated pillows and handmade pillow cases 
for the survivors at Safe Harbor. 

In Kind Donations:
Abby McGuire
Aubree Hay
Amanda Collins
Marathon Petroleum
Beech Street Christian Church
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Domestic violence services are funded, in whole or in part, from federal and state funds
provided by the Cabinet for Health and Family Services through a contract with KCADV.

Lobster Fest 2021 Donors
Even though the Lobster Fest 2021 was 
sadly canceled, during the past several 
months, the following donors, organiza-
tions and businesses have pledged their 
generous support by donating to Lobster 
Fest 2021: 

Gerald and Annie Mansbach
Marathon Petroleum Company
City National Bank
King’s Daughters Medical Center
Ashland Radiology Associates PSC
Clark’s Pump N Shop
Glockner Enterprises
Giovanni’s
Community Trust Bank
Members Choice Credit Union
Kentucky Farmers Bank
All About Animals
Desco Federal Credit Union
Jennifer and Brian Listerman
Charles and Dottie Rhodes
Kelley Galloway Smith Goolsby, PSC
Ralph’s Foodfair
Christ Kids Learning Center
VanAntwerp Attorneys
Wellcare
Dr. and Mrs. John Van Deren
Carla Jaenicke

Eric and Sharon Bronstein
Janet and Charlie Chatfield
Barbara Faris
John and Deborah Vincent
David and Mary Legenza
Missi and Garry Baker
Johnda Goodman
Loren Moore
Katalin and Christina Kovacs
Gibbs True Value Hardware
Mark Kloha
George Stout
Mike Pierro
Mountain Comprehensive Health-
care
Dr. Lisa Cain and Bruce Davis
Danny Bentley’s
John and Diane Hannah 
Phillip Hedrick
James and Pamela Fultz
 Tony Morris
Rajkumar and Bala Warrier
Don Hall
Don and Cindy Hanshaw
Mike and Paula Hobbs

Our sincerest apologies for the inconvenience and disappointment 
of canceling our 14th Annual Lobster Fest due to COVID-19.  The 
Delta variant wreaked havoc on our community, and we appreciate 
your understanding of our decision to cancel the event.
Next year’s event is Saturday, August 13th, 2022 at the Bellefonte 
Country Club at 6:30 pm.  Please mark your calendars for next 
year’s date! 

If you are interested in volunteering or making a donation, call
1-800-926-2150 or (606) 329-9304.
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If you or someone you know is a victim of domestic violence, call
1-800-926-2150 or (606) 329-9304

Please remember Safe Harbor in your will. Safe Harbor of NE KY is a 501(c)3 charity.


